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economic historian may at least do justice to their efiorts to
promote the well-being of the labouring classes \ The Privy
Council actively intervened on the behalf of artisans engaged
in the woollen industry, and insisted that employers should
not turn their men adrift in times of depression. It wrote in
1586 to the sheriff and justices of the peace in Somersetshire :
" Whereas their lordships are informed that the poorer sort
of the people inhabiting about the city of Bath and other
towns on the easterly parts of the county of Somerset, wont
to live by spinning, carding and working of wool, are not set
on work, whereby in this time of dearth of corn and victual
they lack their common and necessary food, a matter not
only full of pity but of dangerous consequence to the State
if speedy order be not taken therein ; her majesty, therefore,
tendering the one and careful of the other hath given com-
mandment that they forthwith . . . consider of the present
inconvenience and how it may be redressed, and for that
purpose especially they are hereby authorized to call before
them the clothiers and other men of trade in the several
places within the county where the people do complain of
lack of work, and in her majesty's name to require and com-
mand such of them as have stocks and are of ability to employ
the same as they have heretofore done, so as by them the poor
may be set on work ; and if any of them upon any frivolous
excuses shall refuse to obey her majesty's commandment
herein, they shall certify their names and what their excuses
be, that consideration may be had of them accordingly " 2.
We may compare the action of the Council under James I.
(1622), when it informed the justices of the peace that there
were many complaints of distress owing to weavers and
spinners being out of work ; and it was unfitting that
clothiers should at their pleasure dismiss their workpeople,
for those who had gained in profitable times must now be
content to lose for the public good, until the decay of trade
was remedied 3.
The type of sixteenth-century clothier is portrayed for
1 Cf. infra, vol. iii. 257-260, 300-3*1* 449-453-
a Acts of the Privy Council, 1586-1587, p. 03.
* State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, p. 343.